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nated and allowed the opposition, which now regarded victor-
ious Britain as a greater menace than defeated Russia, to gather
strength.
By the end of 1919 Trotsky had organized the Red armies and
broken the threat of the counter-revolutionary Whites. Under
trades-union pressure Britain had ceased her active intervention
against the Bolsheviks, and in the spring of 1920 the British forces
were withdrawn from Transcaucasia. In April the anti-Bolshevik
republic of Azerbaijan collapsed, and Soviet troops entered Persian
territory. With their support a group of Persian communists set
up a Soviet government in the Caspian province of Gilan. Persian
politicians, impressed by the proximity and the strength of the
Russians, became more and more non-committal about the draft
agreement with Britain. There was an inspired press-campaign
in favour of Bolshevism, the semi-official Iran declaring that its
doctrines closely resembled the pure gospel of Islam. The Cossack
Brigade, the only organized troops in North Persia, was defeated
by the Reds, and the whole country seemed at their mercy; but at
this stage an outstanding and determined officer Riza Khan, as-
sumed command of the Cossack Brigade. In February 1921 he
marched on Tehran and arrested the cabinet. The new government
promptly denounced the draft agreement with Britain, and instead
accepted the generous terms offered by the Russians. In the
Soviet-Persian Agreement signed in Moscow the Russian govern-
ment renounced all concessions made to the Tsarist government,
on condition that they should not be transferred to any other
Power. All debts to the Tsarist government or to Russian capital-
ists were cancelled, and Russian capitulatory rights abolished.
Each party undertook to prohibit organizations conspiring against
the other party. Russia undertook to observe Persian sovereignty
and territorial integrity, and in return Russian troops were to be
allowed to enter Persian territory, if Persia were unable to prevent
a third party from preparing an invasion of Russia on Persian soil.
The Russians followed up this success by making treaties of mutual
assistance against 'an imperialist state which follows a policy of in-
vading and exploiting the East' with the nationalist Turkey of
Mustafa Kemal and the nationalist Afghanistan of King Anianul-
lah, both of whom had recently been in conflict with Britain. As a
token of goodwill the Russians handed back to Turkey the frontier-
provinces of Kars and Ardahan which the Tsars had annexed.